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 The Berlin Wall came to be the symbol of the Cold War prison in Europe. This wall 

symbolised the difference between the western democrats and the eastern 

communists and the way they thought Germany should be lead. It also symbolised 

the inner conflict of Germany and the separation between ‘free’ or democratic. On 9 

November 1989, the communist authorities of the German Democratic Republic had 

announced the removal of travel restrictions to democratic West Berlin. Thousands 

of East Germans streamed into the West, and in the course of the night, celebrants 

on both sides of the wall began to tear it down. 

 

A German resident breaking down the Berlin Wall 

For two generations, the Wall was the physical representation of the Iron Curtain, 

and East German border guards had standing shoot-to-kill orders against those who 

tried to escape. But just as the Wall had come to represent the pision of Europe, its 

fall came to represent the end of the Cold War. Throughout the Soviet bloc, 

reformers assumed power and ended more than 40 years of dictatorial communist 



rule. The reform movement that ended communism in east central Europe began in 

Poland. Two years later, the 15 communist satellite states that formed art of the 

USSR separated and collapsed like dominoes. By 1990, former communist leaders 

were ousted from their positions and free elections were held. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The East Side Gallery, which is a 1.3 kilometer section of the Berlin Wall 

The reunification of East and West Germany was made official on October 3, 1990, 

almost one year after the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

The fall of the Soviet Union (very briefly) 1991 

The Soviet state was born in 1917. That year, the revolutionary Bolsheviks overthrew 

the Russian czar and established a socialist state in the territory that had once 

belonged to the Russian empire. In 1922, Russia proper joined its far-flung republics 

in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The Marxist revolutionary Vladimir Lenin 

was the first leader of this Soviet state. After 1924, when the dictator Joseph Stalin 

came to power, the state exercised totalitarian control over the economy, 

administering all industrial activity and establishing collective farms. It also controlled 

every aspect of political and social life. People who argued against Stalin’s policies 

were arrested and sent to labour camps or executed. After Stalin’s death in 1953, 

Soviet leaders denounced his brutal policies but maintained the Community Party’s 

power, with a focus on the Cold War. 

The first revolution of 1989 took place in Poland, where the non-Communist trade 

unionists in the Solidarity movement bargained with the Communist government for 

freer elections in which they enjoyed great success. This, in turn, sparked peaceful 

revolutions across Eastern Europe. Later that year, the Berlin Wall fell which 



symbolized the end of the Cold War. Frustration with the bad economy combined 

with Gorbachev’s hands-off approach to Soviet satellites to inspire a series of 

independence movements in the republics on the USSR’s fringes. One by one, the 

Baltic States (Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia) declared their independence from 

Moscow. Then, in early December, the Republic of Belarus, the Russian Federation 

and Ukraine broke away from the USSR and created the Commonwealth of 

Independent States. Weeks later, they were followed by eight of the nine remaining 

republics. (Georgia joined two years later.) At last, the mighty Soviet Union had 

fallen. 

Learners please read the above the notes and the notes in your textbooks, thereafter 

complete the following activity. 

 Activity 5.1. number 1 to 4 (page 109) 

 Revision and assessment page 110 to 111 

 


