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NOTES 

The Mineral Revolution as a turning point in South African history 

 

Here are some of the moments and events that influenced South African history in 

the early 20th century. 

 The South African War :1899 - 1902 

Britain went to war against the two Boer republics of Orange Free State and 

Transvaal. Although it was supposed to be a ‘white man’s war’, thousands of black 

people served as scouts, spies, drivers, stretcher bearers , servants and some were 

armed. Many black people believed that if Britain won the war, they would restore 

land to the black people and give them rights such as the vote and freedom to move 

where they wished. But they were severely disappointed. Britain won the war and 

took control of the Boer Republics. The new British governor of the Transvaal, Sir 

Alfred Milner, was determined to transform South Africa into a modern capitalist 

British state with the help of the mines. New laws were passed to help mines cut 

down labour costs and increase mining profits. 

 

 People’s Organisation 1902 

It was formed to fight for the rights of coloured people. The African Political or 

People's Organisation first president was W. Collins. Although it recruited its 

members from the relatively small group of educated and economically comfortably 

off Coloureds, was to become the most influential political organisation for Coloureds 

for almost forty years. Dr. Abdullah Abdurahman an influential member of the Cape 

Provincial Council became the party’s leader in 1905. Some coloured and African men 

were able to vote in the Cape. The APO wanted voting rights for all black people 



extended to the whole of South Africa . http://www.sahistory.org.za [For more 

research follow the link] 

 

 The Transvaal Indian Congress 1903 

The Natal Indian Congress was founded in Natal in 1894 to fight for Indian people’s 

rights. In Transvaal anti-Indian laws were passed to make it difficult for them to 

trade, to stop Indians from competing with white traders. Their petitions to the 

government were ignored. Inspired by Ghandi, the Transvaal Indian Congress used 

peaceful protests to oppose ant-Indian legislation. In 1913 Indians in Transvaal 

demanded that their traditional weddings be considered legal. Indian miners went on 

strike to demand a change to the tax laws. They were supported by Indians from 

Natal and Orange Free State, who joined the strikers in Transvaal. Indian workers on 

the sugar plantations in Natal also went on strike. Many protesters were arrested. 

The government withdrew (repealed) the tax law and legalized traditional Indian 

marriages. 

 

 Bambatha Rebellion 1906 

The first signs of discontent started at the end of 1905, when government introduced 

a new £1 poll tax on top of existing hut and dog taxes. The tax was instituted to force 

Blacks from rural areas to the cities to fulfil the labour needs of mines. In 1906 a 

group of Zulus under leadership of Chief Bambatha refused to pay the tax. They 

launched attacks against the British. He and his followers were hunted down. 4000 

Zulu were killed and chief Bambatha was beheaded and displayed as a warning to 

other Africans who opposed British rule.  

Learners please read the above the notes and then complete the following activity 

 Activity 3.2 no. 1 and 2 

 Revision and assessment (page 110 to 111) numbers 1 and 2  


