
Homework for the next lesson 

Find some old empty pill boxes and 
bring them to school for the next 
lesson. If you cannot find a pill box, 
bring another small box that can 
close after you opened It. Try to find at 
least two such boxes. Some spices are 
packaged in boxes like these, as well as 
some light bulbs. 

Figure 6: Part of an old paper-making machine 

Safety warning 
Do not remove pills from pill boxes. Pill boxes 
have labels that say what the pills are and how 
to use them. If those labels are lost, somebody 
may not know what medicine to take and how 
to take it. 
Ask your parent or another adult for an empty 
pill box. 



9.2 How are paper and cardboard recycled? 

Take out one of the small boxes that you brought to school. Look carefully at all 
sides of the box. Then open the box so you can look inside it, but do not tear or cut 
the box to open it. While you are looking at the box, try to imagine how this box 
was made out of flat cardboard. 

The following words describe different things about 
a box: 
• A face is one of the flat surfaces of the box that 

can be seen from the outside. 
• An edge is the line where two faces meet. 
• A comer is where three faces meet at a single 

point. At this point, there are also three edges 
that are meeting. 

• A tab is an extra flap attached to a face that 
helps to keep the box closed. It cannot be seen 
from the outside of a closed box. 

face 

Figure 7: The different parts of a box 

Think about the different parts of a box 

1. How many faces does the box have? 

2. How many edges does the box have? 



3. How many comers does the box have? 

4. Look at the two drawings of the box below. The drawings were made by looking 
at the box from different angles. A name is written on each face of this box. 
Write the same names on the different faces of your own box. 

Figure 8: Giving names for the different faces of a box 

5. Out of how many separate pieces of cardboard was the box made? 

There are three different ways in which an edge can 
be made in a cardboard box. 
• Unbroken edge: The cardboard is simply folded 

along a line. 
• Edge made using a tab: One of the two faces that 

come together has a tab attached to it. This tab 
folds in underneath the other face to close the 
box. 

• Edge made with a tab glued to another face: 
This is the same as an edge made with a tab, but 
this time the tab is permanently attached to the 
other face by glue. 



The different types of edges of your box 

1. The photos below show different edges of a box. 
Write down what kind of edge is on each of photos A, B and C. 

Figure 9 

~.qg~ ."'.'<??~. l!~i.n9, ~-~'!~ . . .E.qg~ .".'<?9~. ~l~~ !~? ... . 
9Jl!~~ .1'? ?!1?!her. f ~~~; . 

2. How many of the edges of your box are unbroken edges? 

3. How many of the edges of your box are made using tabs that are not glued? 

Two tabs 

4. How many of the edges of your box are made using tabs that are glued? 

Six tabs ..................................................................... ·• ..... 
5. How many tabs in total were used to make the box? 
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Homework 

1. (a) Find an old cardboard box. It should be 
made of thin, solid cardboard. Cereal boxes 
and other boxes in which food are packaged 
are normally made from cardboard like this. 
The box must not be made of conugated 
cardboard. 

(b) Cut the box and fold it flat. The flat sheet 
of cardboard in front of you should be at 
least as big as an A4 sheet of paper. 

(c) Do the same to make two more cardboard 
sheets. 

2. Find at least eight old A4 paper sheets. One side of 
each of these sheets should be clean, because you 
will draw on it. 

3. Bring the paper and cardboard sheets to all your 
Technology lessons next week. You will reuse 
this old paper and cardboard to make paper and 
cardboard boxes. 

4. Bring your pill boxes, or other small boxes, to your 
next lesson again. 

Figure 10: Boxes for packing 
food are made of thin, solid 
cardboard. 
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Figure 11: Large boxes are 
made of corrugated cardboard. 


