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As they had agreed at Yalta , Germany was divided into four zones of occupation. At first 

relations between the forces were good as all were united in the belief that Nazism should 

be crushed. However, the USA, Britain and France saw quickly that Germany would have to 

be supported economically if communism was to be prevented. The allies wanted a strong, 

democratic country to become their ally, who acted as a buffer against the communist 

states of Eastern Europe. In contrast, Stalin wanted to weaken Germany as a punishment 

for the war, to help rebuild the USSR by stealing German industrial technology and to make 

communism seem more attractive to the Germans. The West depended upon Soviet 

goodwill to keep open routes to the British, French and American zones of the city. 

During 1961, in an effort to stem the tide of refugees attempting to leave East Berlin, the 

communist government of East Germany begins building the Berlin Wall to divide East and 

West Berlin. Construction of the wall caused a short-term crisis in U.S.-Soviet bloc relations, 

and the wall itself came to symbolize the Cold War. 

Throughout the 1950s and into the early 1960s, thousands of people from East Berlin 

crossed over into West Berlin to reunite with families and escape communist repression. To 

put an end to this outflow of people, all entry points in to West Berlin were blocked and the 

wall successfully divided the two parts of Berlin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Berlin Wall was erected to separate East and West Berlin following the wider partition of Germany after the Second 

World War. 



For this lesson I would like you to read the above notes and the notes in the textbook 

(pages 106 to 107), once done then complete the following  

 Activity 4.3, Numbers 1 to 3 (page 107) 


