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LESSON 5 AND 6: THE STORY OF NELSON MANDELAS LIFE. 

 

Instructions:  

1. Read through the notes from page 100 to 107. 

2. Copy done the notes from below into your notebooks. 

3. Answer activity 4, number 4 and activity 5 in your notebooks. 

 

NELSON MANDELA’S EARLY LIFE 

• Nelson Mandela was born on 18 July 1918 in the Eastern Cape. 

• His traditional Xhosa name was Rolihlahla which meant Troublemaker. 

• As a sign of respect he was later given the title of Madiba which is the name of his 

clan. 

• He lived a simple life taking care of the family’s goats & sheep, growing their own 

crops and sleeping on a mat in the hut. 

 

HOW HE LEARNT FROM A YOUNG AGE HOW TO BECOME A LEADER.  

Here are a few things Mandela told us about his childhood. 

A - ‘My mother told us beautiful stories. One story was about an old woman with 

terrible sores in her eyes. She asked a man to clean her eyes. He walked away. 

Then another man came and helped her. The sores fell away and she turned into a 

beautiful young lady. They married and lived together happily. It is a simple story but 

its message stayed with me: care for others and then good things will happen to you 

too. 

B - “My father died when I was nine years old. Before he died he told me that I must 

always stand firm for what I believed is fair and right.” 

C - “Like all Xhosa children, I learnt by watching others. The chief had meetings with 

people to talk about things that worried them. When I was a boy, I went to listen to 

the chief. The chief gave everyone a chance to talk first. Only at the end of the 

meeting, as the sun was setting, would the chief speak. I learnt that it was important 

to listen to what each and every person in a discussion had to say before talking 

myself. A good leader always stands back.” 



 

EDUCATION 

• He attended primary school in Qunu in the Transkei where he studied hard so that 

he could help other people. It was here that his teacher gave him the name Nelson. 

• He did well at school and then went to study law at Fort Hare University. 

• In 1939 he went to Johannesburg to work as a lawyer so that he could help people 

who were suffering because of the country’s unjust apartheid laws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEMO 

Activity 4 

4. 

a. In the Eastern Cape 

b. He looked after the family’s sheep and goats. 

c. It was not fair and democratic. 

d. They were not allowed to sit on the same train carriages. 

e. The freedom charter. 

f. 27 years. 

g. They agreed that it was time for apartheid to end. 

h. Every South African adult that wanted to. 

i. Nelson Mandela. 

 

Activity 5 

1. He was thrown in a thorny bush. He learnt that you cannot win by making your 

enemy look stupid. 

2. Yes/no and provide a reason. 

3. Own opinion. 

4. He should always stand firm for what he believes is fair and right. 

5. C 

6. He learned to care for others and help them. This quality helped him to 

become a great leader. 


