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Increasing burden on women in the reserves and the erosion of families. 

 

●  When the men of black families became migrant workers in the tows or in the 

mines, the women were left behind in the rural areas, which were then called 

‘reserves’. 

● They could not cope with fetching water and firewood and also caring for the 

crops and cattle. 

● As the soil became poorer, women started to rely on the money their 

husbands sent home. 

● Eventually, women also went to the towns to look for work, and grandmothers 

had to look after the young children. 

● The migrant system not only broke up families, but it also destroyed the old  

tribal traditions and culture.  

 

Skilled and unskilled white workers 

● Skilled white workers came to Johannesburg from Austria, America, Eastern 

and Western Europe but mainly from Britain.  

● These men were experienced and qualified engineers, architects, machine 

operators, geologists and builders. 

● Unskilled white workers were fortune seekers from overseas or diggers from 

the diamond mines. 

● The Chamber of Mines did not want to use white unskilled workers as they 

were paid more than black unskilled workers. Unlike the black miners, the 

white miners had access to trade unions, plots of land and they could bring 

their families to the towns to live an ordinary life. 

 



Anti-Indian legislation 

● The white people in Natal were worried about the growth of two new groups 

of Indians: the ex-indentured workers and the “passengers”. 

● They feared that their increasing wealth would cause them to want political 

rights. 

● The Indians were seen as an increasing threat to the white business. 

● The following are a few of the new laws that were brought in: 

1. Indians were classified as coloured people. 

2.Indentured labourers had to return to India after 5 years, or carry  

    on with their contract for two more years.  

3. Only those how had the vote could vote again. 

4. Future immigrants had to come with £25 per person 

  5. They had to be able to speak and write English. 

            6. Dealer’s licenses had to be applied for. 

          7. All Indians over eight years of age had to carry a pass. 

          8. A £3 had to paid by ex-indentured labourers. 

● The Indians were in an uproar over these laws. They held meetings and 

decided that they were going to protest about this discrimination against 

them. 

 

For this lesson I would like for you to read the above notes and the notes in your 

textbooks (pages 100 to 102) and thereafter complete the following activities  

1. Activity 2.4 (page number 100) 

2. Activity 2.5 (page number 102) 

3.  

 


