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The following topics can be analysed to assist in deciding the extent or level to which 

media reflect a democratic society: 

 Topics covered 

Editors, managers and bosses choose the topics to cover in their social media; these 

topics don’t necessarily have neutral opinions. Many of them are guided by 

commercial interests. The topics covered are determined by how newsworthy it is 

and what the entertainment value is. 

 Positions taken by editors 

Editors have a lot of power because of their ability to express their opinions in 

editorials. An editorial is usually a short opinion piece that summarises the main 

news item and gives an opinion about it. It reflects the position of the editor and how 

the editor feels about an issue or event. The editor’s position can also be seen from 

the type of content allowed, space allocated and slant or focus of the news reports. 

 Space allocated 

Space allocation refers to what page an article appears on in a newspaper or 

magazine, how much time is given to it in a TV or radio broadcast, whether it appears 

at the beginning or end of a news report etc. Space allocation is not always fair. 

Analysts spend a lot of time looking at which stories on the Internet get the most hits 

or visits, what is tweeted about most etc. – this information is used to inform editors 

of future space allocation, as they try to compete to make their products what 

readers, viewers and advertisers want. 

 Geographical distribution 

The accessibility of information for different groups in SA is not equal – especially in 

rural areas. 

 



For this lesson I would like for you to take down the above notes in your textbook 

and thereafter complete the following activity. 

Activity 6: (page 128) number 1 to 5 

 


