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MODULE 4: Economic Geography of South Africa 

Introduction to the module  

 Alhamdollillah, we  are commencing with the last module of geography – 

make a new flap for term 3 

 Your textbook is the MAIN resource.  

 Study this section by referring to the attached POWERPOINT 
PRESENTATION – “Economic Geography Guide” which I have added as 
an additional Resource to assist you with understanding this module since 
it contains visuals and summarized notes which is extremely helpful.  

 Reference will be made to the Guide for all E- lessons.  

 This is the final module and consists of 7 topics listed below.  

 Study it carefully and make notes and summaries. 

  Complete all activities.  

 Answer exam related questions.  
 

Economic Geography consists of the following topics:  

 Structure of the Economy 

 Agriculture 

 Mining 

 Secondary sector 

 Strategies for industrial development  

 Tertiary sector 

 The informal sector 
 

 

 

 



Struct             

LESSON 1: Structure of the economy 

 Economic sectors (primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary). 

 Economic sectors `contribution to the South African economy: value and 
employment.  

 Use of statistical and graphical information 

 

    READ PAGES page 146-148- Excel in Geography  

           Write The Notes In Your Notebooks according to the headings found in              
                your textbook.  

    Revise and learn: 

 

1. Important Economic Concepts And Processes 
 

I. TThhee  EEccoonnoommyy  iiss  aa  ssyysstteemm  ooff  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  ppeeooppllee  ddeeppeennddiinngg  oonn  eeaacchh  

ootthheerr  ttoo  ssuuppppllyy  tthheeiirr  nneeeeddss.. 
II. Economics: is the study of how people produce goods and services. 

III. Economic Geography: looks at where economic activities are carried out 
and why certain locations are chosen. 

IV. Gross Domestic Product (GDP): the value of the goods and services 
produced in a country in a year. 

V. Gross National Product  (GNP): the value of goods and services 

produced by permanent citizen of a country in a year 

 
2. What are the four main economic sectors? (Take down the table in your 
notebooks.) 
 

Remember primary activities deal with extraction of raw materials from 
the natural environment.  
 
Secondary deals with processing of raw materials.  
 
Tertiary deals with provision of goods and services.  

 
3.  Economic challenges facing South Africa  
 
 
4. Contribution of the economic sectors. 



 Things to think about!  
 
4.1  South Africa is mainly a LEDC (less economically developed country) with a 
dual economy.  
What is a dual economy? 

 
4.2 According to the pie chart below which sector is the largest contributor to 

South Africa’s GDP?   

 

 

Complete:  ACTIVITY 4.1 page 159 
 

  Always strive to do your Best!        
 
 

 R. B. Buckus 
Geography HOD  


