
LESSON FOR 12/05/20, Tuesday MEMO  
 
ENGLISH GR11 EXERCISE 9 MEMO  
TEXTBOOK: English in Context. 
 
Mark your work in pencil and do corrections in ink under heading corrections in your 
language notebook. Write neatly. 
 
C)  Answers for questions on page 164  : 
 

1. If no new words are necessary, then society will stagnate, as progress requires new 
words to be coined.  Politically, totalitarian regimes do not survive, as we seen, for 
example, with the collapse of the USSR and Apartheid in South Africa. 

2. Nuances are an intrinsic part of the beauty of language, and they reflect the 
greatness and variety of people's thoughts. Shades of meaning will always be part of 
life. The reasoning behind the statement is naive. 

3. 'Reality-control' means dictating everything about life, and ensuring that it becomes a 
reality. Control of language could lead to this as there would be few words to 
describe anything else and, variables could not be expressed. People think in words 
so language control would limit the ability of people to thing in sophisticated ways. 

4. This society removes all individuality: people become robots, dictated to by the 
'government'. There would be no deviation of any kind, not even in thought.  The right 
to disagree is regarded by democracies as a basic right: this society would outlaw it 
altogether. There is also no defence against an accusation of thoughtcrime. 

5. Own research and response. 
6. Doublespeak is the use of contradictions in speech. Oxymoron and paradox are 

examples of this. 
 
D) Answers for questions on page 165. 
 

1. The satirical tone is established by mentioning Robin Hood, lace-making and sport - 
all reasonable claims to fame - and then by linking the absurdity of extreme political 
correctness to the Premier League in football. 

2. The ellipsis dots show the writer's incredulity that all terms which refer to colour, 
irrespective of context, have been tampered with in a ridiculous attempt to be 
politically correct. We can imagine the tongue-in-cheek delight he took in giving these 
examples. 

3. These words show that the writer is both irritated and amused by the absurdities he is 
writing about. 


