
LESSON for 28/05/20, Thursday. 
 
ENGLISH GR11 EXERCISE 14 MEMO  
 
B) POEM:  Aunt Jennifer's tigers  
 
ANSWERS: 
 

1. "Uncle " seems to be abusive and threatening as Aunt Jennifer suffers "ordeals," is " 
terrified" and has been " mastered by" her marriage. 

2. The tigers move easily ("prance"), live in an exotic "world of green" and "do not fear", 
whereas Aunt Jennifer is restrained and lives in fear. 

3. The wedding band is meant to symbolise unity and eternity, whereas the " massive 
weight " indicates a lack of love and the " ordeals " that Aunt Jennifer has endured in 
her marriage. 

4. Her hands remain " ringed" as they have endured hardship, hardwork, and suffering. 
The traces of her life are revealed in the clenched or hardened lines of her hands. 

5. It is easy to empathise with Aunt Jennifer as no woman should endure abuse.  She 
chooses to escape through needlework which is pleasant, but others in a similar 
situation may choose to leave their marriage. 
 

POEM:  Decomposition  
 
ANSWERS : 
 

1. In India. 
2. For poverty of millions of its people. 
3. He was an extremely thin old man, wearing shorts and a dirty shirt. 
4. There were so many of them on the streets. 
5. The simile is "like a blanket".  This is a good comparison of the shadow cast by the 

beggar and expresses lack of interest on the part of those who pass by. 
6. He is there everyday and there are so many other beggars. 
7. The pavement. 
8. They show that the beggar is too worn out to shake them off his body. They also 

reveal the beggar's emotional state. He has given up on life; he does not care about 
himself. 

9. The trickster was novel and entertaining whereas the beggar was an everyday sight. 
Thus, despite the pity and attention his poverty should evoke, he was ignored. 

10. The poet had, originally, simply thought that the beggar was a good subject for his 
photo composition. 


