
LESSON for 14/05/20, Thursday. 
ENGLISH GR11 EXERCISE 10  MEMO  
TEXTBOOK: English in Context  
 
Answers for questions on page 167. 
 

1. The theme of the article is how to get the better of your opponent through the clever 
use of words. Guerilla warfare consists mainly of ambushing and sniping at the 
enemy, and, in this article, the battlefield is conversation. 
 

2. 'Increasingly illiterate' means that more and more people have less and less 
knowledge of words and the niceties of language. Yes, one does agree with him. 
 

3. He is saying that the world's greatest dictators would like to censor language 
because it confers power on the people they wish to dominate. Censors are often 
authoritarians who do not want too much literacy among their followers. 
 

4. 'Blennophobia' sounds like an obscure illness, but in actual fact, it means that you do 
not like the other person and think of him as slime. 

5.  
5.1 Paragraph 1: Words confer power on those who use them well. 
Paragraph 2: It is easy to be intimidated and confused by words one does not understand. 
Paragraph 3: People behave defensively and even aggressively, to language that they do 
not understand. 
Paragraph 4: Intellectuals are the first targets of popular revolutions. 
5.2  The remaining paragraphs give examples of the use of hitherto unknown words. 
 
6. Person: sometimes third person, as in 'it is language ', but at other times first person, like 
'let me explain', and much use of second person, as in 'You are pretty much stymied.' 
Tone: The tone is chatty and colloquial, for example, 'you don't know what the hell 
Borborygym is'. While there is some intellectual content to what he is saying, it is mostly for 
fun, to amuse the reader. 
Diction: The choice of words is suitably contemporary, such as 'Thanks so much for your 
invitation'. The style is racy, and the sentences flow without hiccups.  There is a logical 
progression throughout and the paragraphing allows for the development of just one point. 
At times, there is a pungent satire: 'The Superior Person's Little Book of Words… is not only 
a delight but a veritable conerstone of civilisation.' 
 
7. Both take the view that language has power, and that sophisticated use of language gives 
the user an unassailable advantage. In 1984 the idea is to neutralise this by reducing 
language to an absurd level of simplicity.  Ronge suggests, tongue-in-cheek, that the way to 
go is to use such high-flown words that you can look down on your listeners from a dizzy and 
unreachable height. 


