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In the last lesson you were introduced to the role of media in a democratic 

society, you learnt about its role, responsibility and limitations as well as 

ways in which it does not fulfil its responsibilities. 

In this lesson you are going to learn about freedom of expression, our 

constitutional freedom of expression, its limitation, and lastly the protection 

of State information bill. 

  

Freedom of expression and limitations 

Freedom of expression means that you can express your ideas and opinions 

freely through speech, writing, and other forms of communication. This 

freedom has limitations – people may not express viewpoints that violate the 

rights of others. The lack of freedom of expression in an undemocratic country 

makes us realise how privileged we are to live in a democratic country. 

 

Constitutional freedom of expression 

The Constitution states that everyone has the right to freedom of expression, 

which includes: 

 Freedom of the press and other media. 

 Freedom to receive or impart information or ideas. 

  Freedom of artistic creativity. 

 Academic freedom and freedom of scientific research. 

 

 



Constitutional limitations to freedom of expression 

The right to freedom of expression does not include: 

 Propaganda for war. 

 Incitement of imminent violence. 

 Advocacy of hatred that is based on race, ethnicity, gender or religion. 

 Incitement to cause harm. 

 

The Protection of State Information Bill 

 This Bill is also known as the Secrecy Bill because it proposes long jail 

sentences for journalists or whistle-blowers or anyone who makes state 

secrets public. 

  State secrets usually include information that the general public and 

other countries don’t need to know. 

 This information is used to protect the public and the country. 

 Although it is necessary to protect our country’s state secrets, there are 

fears that this Bill may be abused to protect some corrupt officials. 

 The negative aspects are that this legislation may harm investigative 

journalists, because it may gag or silence opinions. 

 

For this lesson I would like you to take down the above notes in your notebook 

and then do the following activity. 

Activity 5: Evaluate freedom of expression and its limitations 

Page number 125 

Numbers 1 to 4 

Please note that questions 3 and 4 require you to work in a group and have a 

class debate, but you don’t have to, write what you would have said in such 

discussions as your answer. 


