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Last week we began our life orientation lessons by understanding what it means to 

be a responsible citizen, I hope that all of you have done the activities that was given, 

it will be checked when we return. 

In this lesson we will be going over the Role of media 

 The role of the media is to inform society about daily events that are 

newsworthy and to entertain. 

  Newspapers give us daily news, covering local and international events. 

 Telephones keep people in touch with each other and allow them to send and 

receive messages immediately. 

 Social media are websites and software programmes that allow you to interact 

instantly with a website or with other users. 

The media’s role is important in a democracy to: 

 Expose violations of human rights. 

 Report on unlawful activities, the courts and court cases. 

 Expose corruption and mismanagement. 

 Communicate, inform and educate. 

 Entertain. 

 Give political information that can inform voters. 

 Identify problems in our country and communities. 

 Promote debate discussion. 

 Promote nation-building by giving access to diverse viewpoints and world 

views as well as sports coverage. 

 Give publicity to successes and people who are inspiring. 

  Shape public opinion. 

 



The media should: 

The media should be fair, honest and reliable. Freedom of expression comes with the 

responsibility to use this freedom with care, and to take note of the limitations of this 

freedom. 

 Should explain what is happening, and give enough information to explain why 

it is happening. 

  Must explain issues without being sensational or trying to shock. 

 Should focus not only on scandals or use untrue headlines just to sell papers 

or get their viewership and listenership numbers up so that they can charge 

more for advertisements. 

 Should promote free and fair elections and give political parties equal 

exposure. 

  Need to differentiate between facts and opinions, and reporting versus 

analysis. 

  Could be leaders in debates on what can be and should be done about the 

challenges that affect our democracy and our country’s wellbeing. 

  Must train reporters to check sources carefully before reporting. 

 Should publish corrections if they make mistakes, in the same size and the 

same position on the page where the error occurred. 

The media do not always fulfil their role in a democratic society. They sometimes 

harm, misinform, and publish inaccurate versions of events and half-truths. 

Examples of when the media do not fulfil their roles responsibly include: 

 Most media make money from advertisements and sponsors. The media 

therefore aim to satisfy the interests of their advertisers. These may not be the 

same as the interests of the public. The media may withhold information or 

give biased reports, to satisfy their sponsors. 

 News entertains rather than informs. Some media are filled with gossip, 

scandals, sex and violence rather than facts. 

 Political news is often more about personalities than about politicians’ work 

and contributions. The media publicise the scandalous private lives of 

politicians and their families, which have nothing to do with their work. 

 The lives of famous stars are made difficult by the paparazzi who invade their 

privacy. The media are like vultures when celebrities are in trouble; they 

persecute rather than protect them. 



Please copy the above notes in your workbooks and complete the activity below. 

Activty 4: Identify the role of the media in a democratic society (page 123) numbers 

1 and 2. 


