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Lesson 2 History 

 

Further land dispossession and defeat of African kingdoms: 

Xhosa 1878 and Pedi and Zulu 1879. 

 

British plan to strengthen their position in Southern Africa 

 The British wanted to strengthen their position in Southern Africa after 

the discovery of diamonds. 

 Rich people in Britain wanted to invest their money in mining these 

minerals and therefore put pressure on the British authorities to take 

control of the areas where diamonds were found. 

 The British wanted to unite the country into a wealthy, modern, capitalist, 

industrial society. Hence they were held back as they did not have 

control over the labour of the independent black nations. 

 Bitter wars resulted, which changed the balance of power in favour of 

Britain. The independent black nations were forced to become migratory 

labourers and servants. 

The war against the Xhosa 1878 

 On the Eastern Cape Frontier, the area that was later called Ciskei, 

there had been seven frontier wars between the Xhosa and the Cape 

Colony. 

 In 1878, the Xhosa nation was finally beaten by the British. 

 About 4000 Xhosa died and 45 000 cattle were taken. 

 Many women and children were sent from East London to Cape 

Town by sea.The British took control of the Xhosa’s land. 

 

   



The war against the Zulu 1879 

 Although the British were determined to gain control over the powerful 

Zulu nation, the Zulu king Cetshwayo had no desire to fight. 

 In January 1879, the British invaded Zululand from 3 different directions.  

 The Zulus were prepared to die to keep their land and independence. 

 They attacked the British at Isandlwana, killing about 950 Europeans 

and 850 Natal Africans in one day. 

 Other battles followed but finally, the Zulu were beaten after the Battle of 

Ulundi. 

 In August 1879, King Cethswayo was captured and imprisoned in Cape 

Town. 

 Zululand was divided into 13 small chiefdoms under British control. 

 In 1897, Zululand became part of the British colony of Natal. 

 

 ACTIVITY TWO 

 1. Explain why the British were prepared to spend so much money and to  

    sacrifice so many lives in a tiny part of their empire? 

2. The Xhosa were determined not to give up. Comment on this statement 

3. Describe how the Zulu nation was humiliated in 1879. 

 

The war against the Pedi 1879 

 Immediately after the Zulu defeat, the British attacked the Pedi. 

 The Pedi lived on land to the east of Transvaal.  

 The British official, Shepstone demanded that Chief Sekhukhune come 

under British rule and pay taxes. 

 4000 Pedi fought a bitter war against 3500 British soldiers, 3000 black 

people in the Transvaal and 8000 Swazi warriors. 

 The Pedi put up a great fight but lost over a 1000 men, while only 13 

white people and 600 Swazi were killed. 

 The British took control of the land. 

 The Xhosa, the Zulu and now the Pedi were dispossessed of their  

independence and land. 



ACTIVITY THREE 

Read the source from the following context and answer the questions below. 

The death of Sekhukhune did not pass unnoticed. The London Times of 

August 30, 1882, announced his death to the world and paid reluctant tribute 

to him. 

SOURCE A: Newspaper report on Sekhukhune 

“We hear this morning from Durban of the death on the 13 August of one of 

the bravest of our former enemies, the chief Sekhukhune. Together with his 

son and 14 followers, he was murdered by his half-brother, Mampuru, who 

claimed that he was a lawful king. The news carries us some years back to 

this time when the name of Sekhukhune was a name of fear. It was indeed to 

a great extent the danger caused by the neighbourhood of this powerful chief 

that led to war in 1879.  

Sekhukhune was safe, as he imagined, in a strong mountain fortress, and 

proudly refused the terms offered by the British General. It became necessary 

to attack him in force. A combined army movement, containing 2000 English 

and 10 000 Swazis and other native troops was planned and carried out with 

great skill. Still the Chief and a great number of his men held the koppie and 

from the caves and cracks in the rock they poured continuous fire upon our 

soldiers. At last, the top of the hill was gained, and the enemy was beaten. 

Sekhukhune was treated for a time as a State prisoner and his land was 

settled somewhat after the Zulu manner.” 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. How many years after the British had fought the Pedi did Sekhukhune  

    die?  

2. Why was Sekhukhune murdered? 

3. Extract two words from the source that describe Sekhukhune in a  

   positive way. 

4. Who were the “other native troops?’ 



5. How reliable is the information in this article? How do the number of  

    soldiers differ from the official numbers given in your notes? 

6. What do you understand by the words: “settled somewhat after the Zulu  

    manner”? 

7. In your opinion, why did so many black people join the British against the  

    Pedi? 

8.Comment on the bias in this article. Select two phrases that tell the  

readers why the British had to attack the Pedi.                       

 

 


